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Editor’s Notes 
By Kelli Andre

It’s a sign of the times. A collection of schoolbooks and readers symbolize the 
advent of fall and inevitably, the start of school. Th ese classic schoolbooks and 

others can be found at the Book House in Dinkytown, 429 14th Avenue SE, 
Minneapolis, MN  55414, http://www.bookhouseindinkytown.com/.  
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Without fail, each year fall brings 
cooler weather, changing leaves and 

yes, the start of school.  How appropriate 
then, that for this issue of Th e Minnesota 
Preservationist we turn our attentions to the 
state of Minnesota’s historic schools.  

Minnesota’s historic schools are those that 
are deeply rooted in their communities.  
Th ey have educated decades of children, 
served as a community gathering space, 
and now, more often than not, are victim to 
district consolidation and declining rural 
populations.  Many of these buildings, which 
occupy prime locations in their city, are 
vacant and awaiting reuse. Th e challenges 
facing Minnesota’s historic schools are laid 
out in the introductory article Minnesota’s 
Disappearing Historic Schools.  In contrast, 
this past legislative session saw a signifi cant 
stride toward changing several policies that 
use to provide the impetus for neglecting 
historic schools, as an article by the 1000 
Friends of Minnesota highlights.

While the issues preservationists face 
when working with a former school 
may be numerous, they are certainly not 
insurmountable.  Th e article on the Kasson 
School highlights how reuse studies can be 
used to determine viable new uses for old 
schools, while the article by MetroPlains 
Development showcases several historic 
schools turned into residential housing.

Th e subject of historic schools is by no 
means limited to the articles found in 
this magazine, but is rather, the tip of the 
iceberg.  Th e National Trust for Historic 
Preservation has an ambitious initative 
called Why Johnny Can’t Walk to School 
that “advocates for the continued use of 

older and historic neighborhood schools 
as an anchor for healthy communities.”  
Th e website, www.preservationnation.
org/issues/historic-schools/, is a must for 
anyone interested in the subject.     

I was not fortunate enough to attend an 
historic high school.  I grew up in the 
northwest suburbs of the Twin Cities and 
though I am immensely fond of and still get 
nostalgic about my high school, when I look 
at pictures of glorious old school buildings, 
I can’t help but wonder if my state-of-the-
art cornfi eld school was missing something; 
history perhaps.  And yet, there will come 
a day when my school will reach an age 
of signifi cance and will be emblematic of 
suburban sprawl.  Such is the conundrum 
we must consider in our conversation about 
schools.

No matter your past experience, you 
attended a newly built school or traversed the 
same hallowed halls as your grandparents; it 
is our hope that this issue of Th e Minnesota 
Preservationist will begin the dialogue 
necessary to address the continuing concern 
to viably and sustainably reuse Minnesota’s 
historic schools.

Happy Reading,

Kelli Andre
Editor




