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Editor’s Notes 
By Will O’Keefe

First, I should say that I am so excited to 
be a part of the Preservation Alliance of 

Minnesota and I look forward to working 
with and getting to know as many of you as 
possible. As this is my fi rst issue at the helm, 
I decided it would be a worthwhile endeavor 
to fl ip through the archives of Th e Minnesota 
Preservationist, not just to see what I was 
up against, but to prepare myself for future 
issues. I thoroughly enjoyed seeing not just 
how broad the reach of the Preservation 
Alliance is, but how multifaceted the fi eld 
of preservation truly is. Out of all the issues 
we deal with, I worry that we sometimes 
overlook the role that funding plays in 
achieving preservation success. 

2010 has been a really successful year for 
the preservation community in Minnesota. 
Th e passage of the long-awaited tax credit 
alone would have made this a banner year, 
but we also get to celebrate the remarkable 
success of the Legacy Funds. Some people 
say money makes the world go round—
and for better or worse, money is a central 
component to achieving preservation 
success. We will address the tax credits in 
depth in the coming year, but for now this 
issue is about the statewide impact of the 
Legacy Funds and programs like it. 

The Pickwick Mill Board received 
Legacy Funds totaling more than 

$29,000 to tuck-point three of six fl oors and 
repair one wall of the mill. Located in Pickwick, Minnesota,the Pickwick Mill is one of the 
state’s oldest waterpower gristmills, operating for more than 120 years. Th e Mill was built 
in 1854 by Th omas Grant and Wilson Davis out of locally-quarried limestone. Its timber-
frame structure was so closely fi tted that nails were not used. Th e Pickwick Mill represents 
one of the state’s best restored pre-railroad industrial sites and was restored through the 
dedicated eff orts of the Pickwick Mill, Inc., which operates the property as a historic site. 
Photo courtesy of Doug Ohman.

I recently read an article suggesting that 
every taxpayer should receive a receipt after 
they’ve paid their taxes, detailing where the 
money went. I’m not quite qualifi ed to do 
anything like that, but I can give you some 
examples of projects that were in part funded 
through the Arts and Cultural Heritage 
Fund, which was funded through a slight 
tax increase. I’m no bigger fan of taxes than 
anyone else, but when we are able to see the 
impact that they have, I feel a little better 
about April 15th each year. It is with that 
idea in mind that we wanted to put together 
an issue focusing not just on how money 
plays a role in preservation, but looking at 
some of the stories made possible by the 
Legacy Funds. 

Please consider emailing me at 
wokeefe@mnpreservation.org with any 
comments, questions, or concerns about the 
magazine. We are always looking for input. I 
look forward to hearing from you.

Th ank You,

Will O’Keefe
Editor
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Production of this issue of Th e Minnesota Preservationist 
was made possible through a generous grant from the

Carl and Verna Schmidt Foundation
of Rochester, Minnesota

When Minnesota voters passed the Clean Water, Land 
and Legacy Amendment on November 4, 2008, 

the state legislature created the Arts and Cultural Heritage 
Fund, a portion of which was appropriated to the Minnesota 
Historical Society for history-related projects around the 
state. The initiative of particular interest to preservationists 
is the Statewide Historical and Cultural Grants program, 
with a pool of $6.75 million to be awarded in the 2010-11 
biennium. This money was envisioned first and foremost for 
“projects of enduring value for the cause of history and historic 
preservation.”

Th e passage of the amendment increased the Minnesota sales tax 
by three-eighths of one percent. All funds from the increase were 
dedicated for the benefi t for all Minnesotans: one-third for an 
outdoor heritage fund, to restore, protect, and enhance wetlands, 
prairies, forests, and habitat for fi sh, game, and wildlife; one-third 
in a clean water fund and may be spent only to protect, enhance, 
and restore water quality in lakes, rivers, and streams and to 
protect groundwater from degradation; 14.25 percent dedicated 
to a parks and trails fund for places of regional or statewide 
signifi cance; and 19.75 percent dedicated to the arts and cultural 

heritage fund, to be spent on arts, arts education, and arts access 
and to preserve Minnesota’s history and cultural heritage.

Th e Statewide Historical and Cultural Grants were not created 
out of mid-air; they were born of meetings held across Minnesota; 
representatives of statewide, county and local history organizations 
gathered together to mold this program in ways that would best 
benefi t history. Th e unique shape of the Statewide Historical and 
Cultural Grants has allowed them to serve the smallest and largest 
of historical organizations equally and promote the best projects 
to move forward. Grants fall into three funding levels: Fast Track 
and Structured (up to $7,000), Mid-Size ($7,001-$50,000), and 
Large ($50,001 and up). 

Th e statewide reaction to the availability of the funds has been 
at times overwhelming. In this case that is a positive because our 
experience and the end result of the fi rst biennium will ultimately 
infl uence any potential ongoing funding for the program. Some 
projects that were considered to be impossible to complete due to 
the lack of funding have been given a second chance through the 
Statewide Historical and Cultural Grants. Britta Bloomberg, 
deputy state historic preservation offi  cer, said that “from creating 
exhibits to publishing books and preserving historic properties 

Legacy Funds
A Quick Introduction to 
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listed on the National Register of Historic Places, we are excited 
about the impact these grants will have on the future of our state’s 
historic and cultural resources.”

As we come to a close on the last application period for Legacy 
Funds this year we should thank everyone who has applied; you are 
furthering historic preservation through your efforts and making us 
look good in the process. So thank you and get your projects ready 
for the next run.

Categories for Historic Preservation Projects:
Historic Properties

•	 Acquisition

•	 Pre-Development

•	 Restoration/Preservation

•	 Building Systems

•	 Accessibility

Survey and Inventory
•	 Survey of historic properties in a defined geographic 

area (e.g., residential neighborhood, commercial district, 
county)

•	 Survey of a particular historic property type (e.g., rural 
farmsteads or buildings from the recent past)

 

Evaluation
•	 Evaluation of previously surveyed residential or 

commercial properties in a community

•	 Archaeological investigation sufficient to determine 
eligibility for National Register of Historic Places

National Register Nominations
•	 National Register nomination for an individual property

•	 National Register nomination for a historic district or 
landscape

•	 Multiple property documentation form and nominations 
for groups of thematically related resources

•	 National Register nomination of an archaeological site 
or district, working from evaluation studies or other 
previous documentation

Heritage Tourism and Public Education
•	 Walking tours, docent training, related podcasts

•	 An archaeological field school with a public component

•	 Curriculum development focusing on the community’s 
historic resources

•	 Signage program for a historic district

•	 Regional Heritage Tourism website collaboration to 
promote a region’s historic resources

Preservation Planning
•	 Develop a planning framework through analysis of the 

community’s history and definition of historic contexts

•	 Prepare a preservation plan for an archaeological historic 
district

•	 Develop architectural guidelines for a designated area

•	 Create or revise a local preservation ordinance

•	 Develop a preservation plan for a community or write a 
historic preservation chapter for a city’s comprehensive 
plan.

Anders Christensen, Minneapolis
Allen and Kathy Lenzmeier, Minneapolis

Rick and Nancy Solum, Minneapolis
Joyce Mellom, Edina

Karen Nease, Shawnee, KS
Lee and Polly Henderson, Minneapolis

Norman Jones, West Lakeland

Welcome New Members
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Legacy Grants 2010
Location Project Amount 

Aitkin Prepare a nomination to the National Register for the Steamboat Andy Gibson shipwreck $6,958 

Albert Lea Repoint mortar joints, repair/replace bricks and inspect south wall on Lodge Zare Zapadu $10,500 

Amboy Dodd Ford Bridge engineering study $3,000 

Amboy Professional engineering design and development plan for the Dodd Ford Bridge $110,000 

Anoka/Minneapolis Prepare a report on suburban history resources of Anoka and Hennepin Counties $21,060 

Appleton Prepare a nomination to the National Register for the Gethsemane Episcopal Church $6,000 

Atwater Provide structural repair and fire protection to the Hotel Atwater $65,485 

Baudette Create and install an exhibit about transportation history in the Canadian National Depot $7,000 

Baudette Repair and restore the interior and exterior of the Canadian National Depot $86,194 

Belle Plaine Stabilize through foundation and exterior repairs on the Church of the Transfiguration $72,605 

Bemidji Analyze existing archaeological data from two cultural landscapes and interpret it for use $120,350 

Chatfield Potter Center for the Arts historic structure report $6,750 

Chatfield Prepare the nomination of Chatfield School and Potter Auditorium for National Register $3,000 

Clearwater County Construct a canopy to protect and preserve the J. Neils/Red Lake Sawmill and equipment $45,000 

Coleraine Replace the furnace and air conditioner and repair roof on the Coleraine Library $27,400 

Crookston Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception reuse study $7,000 

Crosby Replace the roof on the Soo Line Depot Museum in Crosby, listed on the National Register $18,200 

Delano Restore capstones on the Delano Village Hall, listed in the National Register $6,000 

Delano Remove brick infill and restore exterior doors of Village Hall, listed on National Register $42,140 

Detroit Lakes Prepare an evaluation for possible National Register status for Park Rapids Armory $5,000 

Duluth Hire a historian to prepare a nomination for the Duluth Armory to the National Register $7,000 

Duluth Prepare a Historic Structure Report for Glensheen, the Historic Congdon Estate $38,000 

Duluth Rehabilitate the interior and exterior of the St. Louis County Jail $225,000 

Elk River Prepare a nomination to the National Register for the Elk River Water Tower $2,650 

Ely Restore the foundation facade, steps, and fireplace hearth in the cabin at Listening Point $10,900 

Embarrass Stabilize and restore the exterior and foundation of the Alex Seitaniemi Housebarn $60,500 

Faribault Augment access to the Faribault Commercial Historic District through 14 new podcasts  $6,400 

Fergus Falls Survey and inventory potentially historic properties in one quarter of Fergus Falls $7,000 

Fergus Falls Install lightning arrest on Phelps Mill, listed in the National Register of Historic Places $3,559 

Fort Snelling Fort Snelling West District Historic Building $7,000 

Gaylord Gaylord City Park National Register nomination $3,000 

Glenwood Preserve the stucco and foundation of the Ann Bickle House, listed in National Register $6,990 

Grand Marais Create and install an exhibit about work of the Civilian Conservation Corps in Cook County $6,987 

Hewitt Restore the roof and abate water infiltration to Hewitt Public School $156,369 

Hibbing Produce a historic walking tour brochure $2,250 

Hutchinson Hire an historian to evaluate Harrington Merrill House for inclusion in National Register $3,500 

Lake Couny Initiate research at 5 archaeological sites in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness $56,050 

Lindstrom Gustaf Anderson House climate control $7,000 

Lismore Harness bulges and repair bracing in historically significant art glass of St. Kilian Church $7,000 

Litchfield Further public access to the Litchfield Commercial Historic District $7,000 

Litchfield Complete exterior masonry work and rebuild missing column of Litchfield Opera House $115,000 

Luverne Palace Theatre restoration $7,000 
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Location Project Amount 

Mankato Survey historic properties in Mankato City Center area broadening access to local history $7,000 

Mankato Research and produce a traveling exhibit about construction of Rapidan Dam in 1910 $1,655 

Mantorville Restoresteps and add ADA accessibility to St. John’s Episcopal Church $7,000 

Mendota Create and distribute a web-based guide to historic and culturally important Oheyawahi $6,925 

Minneapolis Determine the reuse of Pillsbury A Mill tunnels and drop shafts for hydrothermal energy $7,000 

Minneapolis Increase public awareness of historic and architectural quality of homes in Old Highland $7,000 

Minneapolis Abate water infiltration in the lower levels of the Grain Belt Office Building $50,000 

Minneapolis Rehabilitate the North Branch Library, listed in the National Register $150,000 

Minneapolis Prepare a Historic Structures Report with a Energy Plan for building reuse at Soap Factory $46,800 

Minneapolis Install drain tile and regrade window well slopes to stabilize the Grain Belt Office Building $125,000 

Minneapolis Develop Warehouse Heritage Street Plan to guide adaptive reuse of  historic infrastructure $75,000 

Minnesota Lake Abate water damage through proper drainage to preserve the Peter Kremer House $6,999 

Montevideo Publish a book on the historical development of the built environment of Montevideo $7,000 

Moose Lake Develop a historic context associated with the Kettle River/Moose Lake area fires of 1918 $7,000 

Mountain Iron Increase public accessibility to Mountain Iron Mine National Historic Landmark $48,000 

Nerstrand Prepare a Historic Structures Report for Thorstein Veblen Farmstead $10,000 

New Ulm Turner Hall handicap accessibility $6,995 

New Ulm Improve accessibility with an elevator for Turner Hall, listed in the National Register $200,000 

North Saint Paul Revise and update the “Walking Tour of North St. Paul” brochure $500 

Northfield Produce and distribute a booklet on the history and significance of the Carnegie Library $7,000 

Northfield Provide full ADA-compliant access to the Scriver Block, listed on the National Register $200,642 

Onamia Prepare a Historic Structures Report for Soo Line Depot, currently used as a public library $6,995 

Onamia Prepare a Historic Structure Report for Onamia Municipal Hall $16,040 

Pequot Lakes Increase public access to historic resources along the Paul Bunyan Scenic Byway $5,500 

Perham Hire a historian to evaluate the Church of Saint Stanislaus for inclusion in National Register $3,800 

Pine River Control interior environment of the Pine River Depot which is elibible for National Register $49,649 

Plymouth Develop a cultural resource management plan for a system of 20 parks and 10 trails $39,072 

Preston Preservation Plan to guide reconstruction of the Milwaukee Elevator and its outbuildings $20,000 

Red Wing Red Wing historic walking tour $1,000 

Red Wing Historian to prepare a nomination of Oakwood Cemetery for inclusion in National Register $2,000 

Rochester Prepare a Historic Structure Report for the Biermann House, to guide future preservation $6,900 

Rochester Hire a heating, ventilation and air conditioning engineer to assess Henry S. Plummer House $6,500 

Rochester Create an exhibit to explore the historical relationship of the built and natural environments $6,996 

Rockford Repair the roof of the Ames-Florida House, listed in the National Register $18,880 

Rogers Broaden access to resources through walking/horseback tour of Crow-Hassan Park $3,914 

Saint Bonifacius Provide public access to Cold War history through interpretation of a Nike-Hercules Missle $14,000 

Saint Cloud River walk self-guided audio tour $7,000 

Saint Cloud Introduce summer students to local history through resources in the built environment $4,700 

Saint Paul Provide an engineering assessment of a CSPS Hall (1887), listed in the National Register $7,000 

Saint Paul Complete research and documentation of the Hamline United Methodist Church building $3,500 

Saint Paul Increase public access to two significant neighborhoods through self-guided tours $7,000 

Saint Paul Provide accredited training concerning historic properties for real estate agents $3,600 

Saint Paul Prepare a preservation plan for USS Essex Shipwreck, which is listed on National Register $5,998 

Saint Paul Evaluate the original 1902 roof of the Landmark Center preparatory to stabilization $7,000 

Saint Paul Conduct an archaeological survey of Gibbs Farm preparatory to site planning $6,750 
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Location Project Amount 

Saint Paul Create and expand an exhibit on the 10 most endangered historic places in Minnesota $5,771 

Saint Paul Gather and analyze historic resources to further interpretation of segment of University Ave $7,000 

Saint Paul Enhance public access to historic resources preserved in East Side park through audio tour $7,000 

Saint Paul Expand and enhance a self-guided tour book of World War II era Ft. Snelling $5,900 

Saint Paul Repoint masonry work on O’Donell Shoe Company Building, listed in National Register $50,000 

Saint Paul Restore the WPA stonewall of the Cascade River Wayside, listed in the National Register $235,131 

Saint Paul Design a plan for ADA renovation of the Our Lady of Victory Chapel $19,970 

Saint Paul Replace the roof, windows and upgrade interior of historic Northern Warehouse $100,000 

Saint Paul Repair and replace windows at James J. Hill Reference Library, listed on National Register $88,000 

Saint Paul Historic Context report and complete survey in Frogtown, Payne-Phalen, Uppertown $100,460 

Saint Paul Produce 25 one-minute films about historic places and events in Minnesota $62,000 

Sleepy Eye Hire a professional historian to complete research and documentation of 1899 Berg Hotel $3,000 

Sleepy Eye Hire an architect to write Historic Structure Report to guide future restoration of Berg Hotel $7,000 

Staples Complete restoration windows and lobby doors on Northern Pacific Railroad Depot $49,400 

Stillwater Hersey & Bean Planing Mill wall stabilization $4,260 

Stillwater Complete research on the remaining 57 landmarks identified in a designation report $6,999 

Terrace Brace interior walls/, remove/replace steps, and install drainage system on Terrace Mill $25,088 

Thief River Falls Stabilize the structure of and improve the environmental systems in the Carnegie Library $99,000 

Tower Evaluate and survey archaeological resources by the Grand Portage and Bois Forte Tribal 
Historic Preservation Offices

$37,000 

Virginia B’nai Abraham Synagogue stained glass window restoration $6,994 

Virginia Repair spalled bricks on the Lyric Theater, listed in the National Register $3,425 

Virginia Repoint masonry and preserve windows of B’nai Abraham, listed in the National Register $38,826 

Virginia Restore one window and repair brick at B’nai Abraham, listed in the National Register $16,100 

Wabasha Prepare a re-use study of Hurd House/Anderson Hotel, which is listed in National Register $7,000 

Walker Two Points National Register nomination $7,000 

Walker Preserve through purchase the Two Points property by the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe $657,329 

Warroad Repair/repaint exterior, replace windows and restore door for Canadian National Depot $34,681 

Waseca Evaluate Trowbridge Park Bandshell and Park for inclusion in the National Register $4,000 

Washington County Replicate a missing 1935 historic marker at the Saint Croix Site National Historic Landmark $5,500 

Wheaton area Prepare nomination to National Register for the District #44 School in Traverse County $5,000 

White Bear Lake Upgrade museum security system of the Charles P. Noyes Cottage (Fillebrown House) $1,000 

Willmar Prepare a nomination to the National Register of Historic Places for the Lakeland Hotel $6,500 

Winona Augment National Endowment for Humanities exhibit at museum with mobile access $6,805 

Winona County Tuck-point three of six floors and repair wall of Pickwick Mill, listed on National Register $29,130 

Wykoff Prepare a Historic Structure Report for Mitchell Saloons $10,417 




