











The Last Word

By Bonnie McDonald

ary Kirt, CEO of Bell Mortgage,

Minnesota’s largest mortgage

company, is a self-described “architectural

buff”
has worked largely behind-the-scenes to

For more than two decades, he

incrementally preserve the historic buildings
he found significant. This summer, Gary’s
latest preservation effort put him in the
center of the media spotlight and made him a
hero to many in Minnesota, including those

of us at the Alliance.

A newspaper article featuring the Alliance’s
2009 10 Most
Places list caught Gary’s eye, specifically

Endangered Historic

our listing of The Big Fish. Gary grew up
in Bena, Minnesota, where The Big Fish
has been a roadside icon for more than
fifty years. Gary contacted the Fish’s
owner and offered to donate the funding
needed to restore the enormous walleye
to its former scaly glory. Check out the
wonderful slide show documenting the Fish’s
restoration on Bell Mortgage’s homepage at

www.bellmortgage.com.

Gary’s story proves there is a growing
foundation for preservation activity in our
communities. For example, this year’s 25th
annual Minnesota Preservation Awards had
the second highest number of nominations
in the program’s history despite a challenging
construction economy. Enclosed with this
issue, you will find the brochure detailing
this year’s award recipients. Several of
these projects, groups, or individuals were
part of the more than 2,000 requests for
assistance that Erin Hanafin Berg, our
Field Representative in partnership with the
National Trust for Historic Preservation,
received in her first year on the job. Serving
some 100 communities, and almost 50
historic places, Erin can attest to the

expanding interest in preservation statewide.

The coming year holds continued promise
for the dynamic expansion of our cause.

In January of 2010, we will see the first
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Erin Hanafin Berg and Bonnie McDonald thank Bell Mortgage’s

CEO Gary Kirt for saving Bena’s Big Fish.

allocation of Legacy Grant funds hit the

ground, including substantial capital
funding for historic preservation. For more
information about eligible preservation
grant categories, please visit www.mnhs.org/

legacy/grants.

Our members and contributors also enable
the Alliance to organize the re-launch of
the Minnesota Main Street Program in
2010. Throughout 2009, the Minnesota
Main Street Program Steering Committee
has worked to define the program offerings,
survey community interest, and identify five
candidates as our 2010 pilot Main Street
communities. Look for more information
about this in coming issues of The Minnesota

Preservationist.

Beginning in February, youll find the
Alliance will be back at the Capitol
advocating for passage of the State
Rehabilitation Tax Credit. This is our 13th
year fighting for this invaluable preservation
and the Alliance

committed to working with our grassroots

incentive remains

and grasstops partners to pass this bill.

An important and enjoyable aspect of
the Alliance’s work is celebrating those

who make it possible. Erin and I recently

visited with Gary Kirt at Bell Mortgage to
personally thank him for his contribution
to preserve The Big Fish. We believe Gary's
story will inspire others to take action on
behalf of their own community landmarks. I
am excited to announce that Gary has taken
an additional leadership role in inspiring
others to support our programs, like the 10
Most Endangered Historic Places list. Bell
Mortgage is providing a $3,000 challenge
grant as part of our 2009 year-end giving
campaign to inspire you to make a special
year-end gift in support of our mission to
presetve, protect, and promote Minnesota’s
historic places. You'll be receiving your year-
end request letter in the mail shortly; please
join Bell Mortgage, our board and staff, in
giving generously to continue our work and
ensuring that we have the infrastructure to
move our mission forward in 2010. Thank
you, on behalf of all of us at the Preservation
Alliance of Minnesota, and we wish you a

joyful holiday season.

Hopance FPerlrntol
Bonnie McDonald

Executive Director
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