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s we dig further into the field of

historic preservation, our goal is to
make you more aware of the numerous
and diverse roles preservation can play.
This issue focuses on archaeology. At first
glance, archaeology and preservation may
not seem like a likely combination, yet
spend any time talking to an archaeologist
and you'll immediately realize that the two
fields are intrinsically intertwined. What
preservation does for the built environment,
archaeology does for the unseen physical

remnants Of our past.

The discussion of archaeology and
preservation could span several volumes,
but unfortunately we have to limit our
discussion to two articles. The first, by
Patricia Emerson, head of Archaeology at
the Minnesota Historical Society, debates
archaeology’s role in preservation. The
second, written by Dr. Ronald Schirmer,
Alliance board member and professor at
Minnesota State University in Mankato,
highlights both the challenges and successes

of preservation and archaeology.

Education and advocacy are two key
components of the Alliance’s mission and
the 10 Most Endangered Historic Places
List is the embodiment of these efforts.
You'll find your copy of this year’s listing
included in this issue. In contrast to the 10
Most Endangered, the Alliance also honors
the successful preservation of Minnesota’s
Minnesota

history with our annual

Preservation Awards. The nomination
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Editor’s Notes
By Kelli Andre

form is included in this issue as well and the
deadline for nominations is Friday, July 17,

2009.

We like to keep ourselves busy at the
Alliance and this summer is proving to
be no exception. Taking our cue from
the National Preservation Conference
held in Saint Paul in October 2007, this
summer we are offering a series of six tours,
aptly dubbed the PAMorama Tours, of
preservation throughout Minnesota. See
the ad in this issue, or watch our website,
www.mnpreservation.org, for more
information. Tour space is limited, so sign

up early to guarantee your spot.

As I mentioned in the January/February
edition, we are continually “tweaking” The
Minnesota Preservationist to reflect our
organizations changing needs and our
desire to become the preeminent historic
preservation resource in Minnesota. We
rely heavily on feedback from our members
and readers to drive these changes. Your
input is always appreciated; feel free to
e-mail your comments and suggestions
anytime at kandre@mnpreservation.org. I

look forward to hearing from you.

Happy Reading,

Kelli Andre
Editor

Located northwest of New Ulm in south central Minnesota, along the Minnesota
River, Fort Ridgely was the site of the U.S. — Dakota Conflict of 1862. Today

visitors can engage in the history of the site, view the remains of the Fort and explore

the parks nature, and archaeology. Fort Ridgely is operated by the Minnesota

Historical Society. Learn more at http://www.mnhs.org/places/sites/fr/.

Photo by Doug Ohman.
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State Historic Preservation Tax
Credit Reintroduced in 2009!

Contact your legislator and make 2009 the year the state
historic preservation tax credit passes.

reservationists are back at the State

Capitol for the twelfth year working to
make Minnesota the 31st state to offer an
income tax credit for historic preservation
projects. Paralleling the existing federal
tax credit, a state tax credit would help
to incentivize preservation of our state’s
historic structures, promote local economic
development, and create needed jobs in the

construction industry.

What is the state tax credit?
The Minnesota

Tax Credit would allow a state income tax

Historic Preservation
credit equal to 25 percent of the total
qualifying costs of an historic rehabilitation
property.
eligible for the tax credit would include

on an eligible Properties
structures that are individually listed in
the National Register of Historic Places
or contributing structures in a National
Register district, and properties designated
as historic by a certified local government
or heritage preservation commission
whose designation is approved by the State
Historic Preservation Office. As proposed,
the state tax credit would be available for
both commercial and residential projects
and would be open to both homeowners and
developers. Furthermore, it could be paired
with the existing 20 percent federal tax

credit for work on commercial properties.

What can you do to help?

For this bill to pass, it is important for
legislators to hear directly from constituents
about the impact the tax credit would make
in your community. Please let your House
or Senate member know that this proposal
is important to you and your community.
Specific examples of historic structures that
have not yet been rehabilitated, but could
be with the availability of this incentive,
are very helpful. Bills have been introduced
in both the Minnesota House and Senate.
House File 1974 is authored by Rep. Paul
Marquart (Dilworth) and Senate File
1724 is authored by Sen. Larry Pogemiller
(Minneapolis). Each bill is coauthored by a

statewide bipartisan group of legislators.

Contact Your Legislators—Urge their
support of SF1724 / HF1974

An easy way to do this is to go to the
Minnesota Historical Society’s “History
Matters” website, where you can get contact
information for legislators and send an
e-mail directly. You can do this at: heep://
capwiz.com/mnhs/state/main/?state=MN.
Thank your legislator if they have signed on
as a sponsor or cosponsor. If your legislator
is not a sponsor or cosponsor, ask him/her
to support the State Historic Preservation
Tax Credit (SF1724/HF1974), especially

if he/she is a member of the Senate or

House Taxes Committees. To find out

if your legislator is a member of the
Senate or House Tax Committees, go to
www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/committees or
www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/

commemlist.asp.

St. James Hotel in Red Wing, Minnesota.
The Hotel was one of the first projects to
use federal tax credits in Minnesota.

Additional information on this proposal,

including talking points, supporting

organizations, and the specific bill
language, is available on the Preservation
Alliance of Minnesota’s website at www.

mnpreservation.org.

Production of this issue of The Minnesota Preservationist
was made possible through a generous grant from the

Carl and Verna Schmidt Foundation
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Public Works and

Private Lives:

Historic Preservation and Archaeology

By Patricia Emerson, Head of Archaeology, Minnesota Historical Society

was asked to write an article about the role of archaeology in
historic preservation. In thinking about the topic, I realized that
begs another question. Does archaeology have a role in historic

preservation? Should it?

For most people, the phrase “historic preservation” evokes images
of stately Victorian mansions, Art Moderne public buildings, even
Depression-era picnic shelters in State Parks, Historic preservation
involves historians and architects, but not so often are archaeological
sites thought of as historic assets, or are archaeologists seen as part

of the preservation team.

One reason for this, I think, is that a lot of preservation activities
take place in urban areas, where most people seem to assume that
construction has already destroyed any archaeological evidence
that might have been present in a particular location. But urban
archaeology projects throughout the country (the Federal Reserve
Bank project in Minneapolis, to name just one) have demonstrated
the persistence of artifacts and features that document the lives of

early city dwellers. In some cases, they have also documented the

4

presence of those who lived in our urban areas long before they

became urban areas.

Although it may seem counter-intuitive, cities grow by expanding

not only outward but also upward.

In archaeological tradition, this principle was well established by a
businessman-turned-archaeologist named Heinrich Schliemann,
who in the nineteenth century searched for the fabled city of Troy.
When he found and excavated Troy, what he actually found was nine
separate and distinct cities, each one built on top of the preceding
one. Since Schliemann’s time, there have been many archaeological
projects in urban areas that have demonstrated the same tendency

for new buildings and new cities to rise upon the remnants of the

old.

For the past five years, I've spent one week each summer as part of
a team of archaeologists conducting the Elliot Park Neighborhood
Archaeology Project — an urban dig that’s open to the public. We've
dug through gravel parking lots, in backyards and street boulevards,
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911 Portland Avenue, site of the first Elliot Park Neighborhood Archaeology

in vacant lots and residential lots. One of the things we've come
to realize is how much construction techniques and city code can
affect the preservation — or destruction — of earlier structures,

cultural features and artifacts.

At one site, which had been the location of two houses built in the
late nineteenth century, the difference was striking. One home
was demolished at a time when city code did not require complete
removal of the foundation, so from all appearances, the above-
ground portion of the building was simply struck off level, leaving
the foundations, the cellar, and a lot of artifacts intact. The other
house had stood until the 1980s, and when it was demolished,
everything was removed and what had been the cellar was filled
with clean sand. All we found of that house was the back stoop — at

least, that’s what we think it was.

The point here is that older buildings, such as those that are the
focus of many historic preservation actions, are more likely to overlay
tangible evidence of earlier buildings and human activities than

newer buildings. There was a case this past summer, for instance,
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where excavation of a historic archaeological site on Nicollet Island
discovered a preserved remnant of a prehistoric site. The same can
apply to hard surfaces such as street paving installed prior to the late
twentieth century. A few years ago, a local amateur archaeologist
donated an artifact to the MHS collections. It’s a prehistoric stone
maul or axe with a ground groove running around it where sinew or
twine could be wrapped to attach it to a handle. The donor had found
it back in the 1940s — in a utility excavation in the alley between
5th and 6th Streets, in the middle of downtown Minneapolis! I
can't assign a specific age to the piece, but it certainly predates the

arrival of Europeans in what is now Minnesota.

Most often, urban archaeology projects reveal a lot about life in
young, growing, metropolitan areas. That has certainly been the
case in the Twin Cities. They have revealed personal tragedies, such
as that evidenced by the fetus, either miscarried or aborted, found
in the fill of a nineteenth century boarding house privy (McCarthy
& Ward 1996). The prevalence of patent medicine bottles in a

trash heap suggests the health issues faced by women working in







